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My Life, My Stories is a non-profit dedicated
to preserving and sharing the legacies of

older adults one story at a time.

Learn more at

mylifemystories.org



Dream Keeper Initiative

The Dream Keeper Initiative is a new, citywide effort to reinvest $120 million into
San Francisco’s Black and African American community over the next two years.
Including programs that will support youth, families, seniors, and members of the
Black LGBTQ+ community. The initiative seeks to address and remedy racially
disparate policies and give the black community resources and support to thrive in
San Francisco.

As part of the initiative, Curry will outreach to African American older adults and
capture their stories from the community they live in, San Francisco. The purpose
is to shift the narrative and stereotypes that affect African Americans and black
communities so that people have a more holistic understanding of their lives and
history. Stories will be recorded and written down and shared through the Dream
Keeper Initiative.

Learn more at dreamkeepersf.org



Seniors hold the history of our society through their experiences, but without
support, they are subject to isolation, diminishing health and housing insecurity. At
Curry Senior Center, we create a nurturing community that provides all seniors with
wellness, dignity and independence. We serve the persistent and urgent needs of low
income seniors who are aging in place in the Tenderloin and South of Market

districts of San Francisco.

Learn more at curryseniorcenter.org
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Angela



«". ... :Moying to San Francisco in search of an adventure

I’'m originally from Ohio but I moved to San Francisco in 2009 after I graduated from art school
and my children moved out of the house. My mom was born in San Diego, so I always knew |
would come to California. I just packed up my car and I knew I was going to go to either San
Diego or San Francisco. It was just a luck of the draw that I picked San Francisco, and I'm glad I
did. I think my life would be totally different if I had chosen to go to San Diego.

San Francisco was a culture shock for me—open-air drug use, open-air drug sales, people asking
me for money. [ knew I was going to be homeless when I came here. I knew I could get food
stamps. | had my car and I figured that I’d quickly get a job. The only way I could get housing is
if I moved into a shelter. So I did and that was an interesting experience. [ found my own place

after two months and I found a job within eight months of moving here.

I hated San Francisco when I first came here because of the homelessness, the people asking me
for money, seeing drugs. It was fascinating. I would call my friends and family back in Ohio and
tell them, "You're not gonna believe what I've just seen it. You're not gonna believe this" literally

every time I left my apartment and walked along the streets.

I had lived in Ohio all my life and it was time for something new. I didn’t know a single person
in San Francisco when I moved. I thought to myself, “Well, hell, if I don't like it, or if it doesn’t

work out, I could always move home." But I've been here ever since.
My outlook on San Francisco

I love that San Francisco is a walking city. There are all of these little niches of community. You
walk down one street, you're in a community. You walk down another street, there's a different
community. One good thing I can say about the Tenderloin is that all races come together in this
neighborhood. This is the only place I have found that you will see multiple races interacting
with each other on a gut level. Usually, you have this pocket of culture over here, this pocket of

culture over there but the Tenderloin itself is multicultural.



Wlth ’che tech boom and then COVID, a lot of artists moved out the area. The art scene has just
become SO whlte bread, just so blah. I have a theory. Whenever you see drag queens, and I mean
drag queens,.not transgender people. When you see drag queens with crazy outfits, you know

there's a lot of art in the city. They're coming back to San Francisco but slowly.

It could be because of COVID but San Francisco seems bland to me these days. The only thing
you see is the whole homelessness, the drugs. There is beauty in the Tenderloin, but you’ve got
to look for it. There's a lot of community. There's a lot of closeness in the Tenderloin. But the
drugs have gotten much worse. There is also a big mental health emergency in our

neighborhoods.

To me, San Francisco has too many resources. I lived in Oakland for a while and Oakland has no
resources. If the government could spread the San Francisco resources out, then I think people
would take some advantage. But see, I'm from Ohio. I'm from the Midwest, where you have to
work. You have to have a place. It would be very hard for you to be homeless in Ohio because

we have winter.

I've used drugs, but I'm not on the streets because of drugs. I don't use drugs anymore. ['ve been
clean for almost three years. People that use drugs, underneath all that, they're suffering from
some kind of pain or loss. I was indulging too much, and I wasn't focused. Some people that are
down and out don't have any hope. I had a lot of hope. When I saw that I was going downbhill,
luckily, through the grace of God, through the NA Program, I got turned around. I go home to
Ohio to visit every year. | have a lot of core support. I think that's what's saved me. It's always

saved me.

It's not easy for me to make friends here. Back home, I had plenty of friends, but I don't feel a
trust level here. I've met a lot of flakes over the years. It’s difficult because I haven't met a lot of

people that are drug free.

My love for photography

A year after I moved to San Francisco, I found Sixth Street Photography. It’s an organization for

people that are living below the basic income level and live in SROs. My work has been featured
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* in‘a couple of shows. T'm still very involved. We recently opened a new gallery called 6th on 7th
- and it’s on thie corner of 7th in the Mission. I have a photography mentor and her name is Renee
.. Tories. We met through the photography group at 6th on 7th and I’ve known her since 2010.
We're getting ready to open a new gallery called Bamboo Community Center. The gallery on 7th
is focused on photography but this new community center is going to feature all different types
of art. I'll teach a couple classes and I'm really excited. My advice for others going on new
adventures in life is to find an activity that keeps you busy. I had the photography group, so I

created another family.

I bid my work today in the San Francisco Chronicle. I’'ve sold some of my art and I've had work
in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. My mom is the photographer, so, I’ve been doing this

forever.

I went to school for photography at Columbus College of Art and Design. I'm a fine artist. I
photograph. I paint, I draw, a little bit of everything. My life sounds so damn good saying it like
this. It sounds cool. Most of the time I think to myself, "What the fuck am I doing?" It sounds

better saying it, delivering it.

I work on my photography every day. I bring my phone with me and use that camera most often
because I only have really big cameras that are difficult to carry around. You never know what
you're going to see. I like to pretend like I’'m talking on the phone when I try to capture photos.
In the past, I've been asked, "Are you an FBI or are you a CIA?" because I always have a camera

on. Sometimes people tell me, "I don't want you taking my picture." So I have a lot of tricks.
My support system in San Francisco

I have therapy on Fridays, and it re-centers me. I think the services here are outstanding. It's just
that you have to get in touch with them and utilize them. I'm just one that takes advantage of
what’s available. If I see something that's going to benefit me, I'm grabbing it with both hands.
I'm different from the average Joe because I'm going to go find what I need. I'm not going to wait
on it. I'm going to go find it. I've always been a go getter. So if you don't have that tenacity, then

you get lost in the streets. And then you just feel hopeless.



. I have.a.great doctor here. I have a nutritionist through my doctor's office. I have diabetes, so
now I'm being referred to a diabetic specialist. Ever since I've been here, my healthcare has just

been awesome.

I think that's the problem with San Francisco. It's not that people are not here to help. It's just that
the people who need the help have to take advantage of it. This city is oversaturated with free
food so you should see no one begging for money so they can buy food. You can go and get
breakfast, lunch and dinner free at places like St Anthony’s and GLIDE.

People have to address that black hole that leads them to addiction and drugs. Because if you
have that black hole and you don't know how to climb out of it, they you’ll never get out on the
other side. The fact that this city offers so many resources to the homeless is a double-edged
sword. A lot of people want to stay in the streets because they're free to do whatever they want.

Nobody is telling them what to do.

People like to say, "Oh, there's no housing here." There is. There is housing, but you have to go
for it. You have to follow these rules and still go forward. I think this open-air drug policy
London Breed enacted is bullshit. If you allow people to use drugs outside, then that's what

you're going to get. And that is a slippery slope.

I had never seen anyone shoot up before until [ moved here. I was walking on the streets and saw
people that had all their works out on the sidewalk, they were shooting up, and the police walked
right past. [ had no understanding of that. I'm not saying these people should be in jail. But what
I am saying is that there should be some mental health hospitals available because I think the

majority of drug problems stem from mental health issues.

These people out here, they have a mental problem and a drug addiction. In the '80s, Reagan
closed all of the mental institutions. The United States used to have mental institutions. Now,
they weren't perfect, because there was a lot of abuse, but it was some form of help. Now there’s
nothing to replace that system. Let's take care of the mentally impaired. Let's take care of the

mental health issue. And that's going to decrease the drug issue.



. Myzfavog‘i;e days of my life so far

%

%

My best vd?a%}gls were when [ was still young and dumb, around 18 years old. Those were the best

years. This was before I had kids and I didn’t have any major responsibilities. I was living in

ignorant bliss. I didn't know how hard the world was.

Getting Ginger at the SPCA is another best day of my life. I love her. She brings me so much joy.
She's a big love bug. A few days after I got Ginger, she started staring at me like a Sphinx. Her
eyes turned black. And I'm like, "What's wrong? Do you need some water? Do you need some
food?" But she kept on staring at me. That night, she slept on my kidneys. That Monday, my
doctor called me. She said, "Get your charger and your phone. You need to get to a hospital
immediately.” I was admitted into ICU later that day. The doctor said they had never had a
person walk in there with my numbers. I was over a thousand. I was on the brink of death. This
little thing, Ginger, sensed it. She knew something was wrong. I am so grateful for her coming

into my life.

My journey to personal growth

I'm always growing and changing. I'm learning a new way to live. So, that's where I'm at right
now, is learning a new Angela. [ want to face all my darknesses. I want to face all my flaws. I
want to acknowledge all of the positive things in my life, but I don't want to sugarcoat anything
anymore. | want to eventually get into a loving relationship. But I'm not there yet. I can’t have a

partner that drinks or does drugs. I don't want to taste liquor on another person.

My dream job is to work in healthcare doing therapeutic artwork. When I was in college, 1
wanted to be an art therapist. But I saw the traumas that people were dealing with, and when I
was young, I couldn't handle it. I especially couldn't work with children because to see the

traumas they've been through, I go hunt down their parents.
I would like to be remembered as a person that cares for others. I also want to be thought of

someone who was always jolly because I like laughing. I'd like to be remembered for my

artwork. I'd like to be remembered for being adventurous. Never stop exploring. Never stop.
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I have three sons ages 39, 35, and 33. Two of them live in California and one still lives in Ohio.
Two of my sons are about to have their own babies. One is having a boy and the other is having a
girl and she’s due any time now. I want to give my sons’ families as much support as I can give.

It's one thing to have support from just people, but it's another thing to have meaningful support.






Anthony




About me and growing up in Chicago

%

Ive lived in Detroit, New York, and Chicago. [ was born in 1939 and back in those days, you didn't
have automobiles for Negro, colored, coon, monkey—whatever they were calling us at the time. It
took me so long to realize that I'm just African American. Negro means need to grow, as far as I'm
concerned. But Honorable Elijah Muhammad, used the word Black to get people away from this

stigma of colored and the slave name game.

Of all the places I grew up, Chicago is my favorite because the city is so unique. I'll give you an
example. One-quarter section out of Chicago is Black—the South Side. The whole state is a redneck
state, and that's the reason that when you get 18 years old, you get a gun permit in Chicago.
Everybody gets one. There's 3 million Black people, and there's like about 28 million White people in
the state of Illinois, and all these people are rednecks. They're like, "I got a right to have my gun. |
need my rights.

Life in San Francisco

I’ve lived in San Francisco for about four or five years. I'm never here permanently. Once, I went to
Reno to visit and I wound up staying for two years up there. I was having such a good time up there. |
stayed for a while. I won't gamble over $20 in a day. I put $20 down. If I win $2 million out of the
$20, I'm still going to take my $20 plus another $20.

My childhood

When I was about seven years old, my mom took me to this place that people could abandon their
children to. It wasn’t foster care; it was like an institution. One of supervisors at the place I was living
taught me how to swim. I’ve been a swimmer all my life. I also played Ping-Pong. I came in second

place at a youth championship in New York State.

Growing up, my heroes were people like Harriet Tubman. The first woman to lead a regiment of
soldiers. Total giant. She was badass. Even the actress that played her in a movie, Cicely Tyson was

badass.



My advise to younger people

If I could give younger generations some advice it would be to never give up. Never give in. You

can fix anything, you can turn yourself around. It’s never too late.






Ms Billie Cooper












































































































































































































































